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Latest Events
 

On July 3, The United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) released the CONFLICT-RELATED VIOLATIONS AND ABUSES IN CENTRAL

EQUATORIA September 2018—April 2019           . This report details the various human rights violations that have taken place in Central Equatoria

since the signing of the revitalized peace agreement in September 2017. According to an article by        ,  ‘The United Nations Mission in South Sudan

(UNMISS) said civilians had been "deliberately and brutally targeted" in Central Equatoria since the agreement was inked in September.’ The article

also mentions that these killings have taken place ‘particularly in areas surrounding Yei, where attacks against civilians have continued...’

 

On July 5, youth from Eastern Lake States raided a cattle camp in Western Lake States. According to            , this incident left four people dead,

including a woman. Cattle raiding is a common practice in various pastoralist communities in South Sudan due to the socio-economic value of cattle.

For instance, to the Dinka tribe, cows are the highest form of wealth, which are also used for dowries. The rise of firearms in pastoralist communities

has made violence more frequent in Western and Eastern Lake States. 

 

On July 12, seven people were killed in a cattle raiding conflict between the youth of Western Lake States and Gok State. According to                     ,

this was retaliation from Western State youth who had their cattle raided by the youth from Gok State. Both communities are pastoralists and have

experienced a breakdown of traditional authority, making it more difficult to prevent ongoing revenge killings. Furthermore, many pastoralists own

firearms which they use to protect themselves from potential raids. These accessible weapons make it easier for conflict to take place. A state of

emergency which was imposed in Western Lake States in 2017 because of the continued intercommunal violence was lifted in May 2019.

The predictive maps below present the likelihood of each state experiencing one or more of the following
event types (as classified by ACLED): 1) Violence against Civilians; 2) Battles; 3) Protests or Riots. For the Week of
July 15-July 21, PeaceTech Lab's statistical model predicts higher likelihoods of these events in the municipalities
shown in darker red on the map on the left. The map on the right applies a probability threshold to forecast which
of these municipalities can be expected to experience one or more of these types of events over the next week.

These States are Wau (Wau), Jonglei (Bor), Imatong (Torit), Jubek (Juba), Yei River (Yei)
 

This is the second out of six reports that are part of an initiative by PeaceTech Lab to identify, monitor, analyze and report on hate speech trends and

their relationship to violence incidents and events on the ground in South Sudan. In each of the six reports we will provide insights into recent events

identified through our own monitoring and the publicly available ACLED data sets, and will compare our predictions from the previous report with the

events that actually took place during the prediction period.

We will also be actively maintaining an online portal page which is updated regularly and provides visualizations of the hate speech and violent incidents

data in real time. These reports will focus on providing early warning predictions of violence at the state-level in South Sudan, along with analysis of

current events on the ground. Our hope is that this information will be used by relevant stakeholders for conflict prevention and mitigation purposes.
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