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Monitoring and Analysis

of Violent Conflict in

South Sudan
This is the fifth out of six reports that are part of an initiative by PeaceTech Lab to identify, monitor, analyze and report on hate speech trends and their

relationship to violence incidents and events on the ground in South Sudan. In each of the six reports we will provide insights into recent events identified

through our own monitoring and the publicly available ACLED data sets, and will compare our predictions from the previous report with the events that

actually took place during the prediction period.

We will also be actively maintaining an online portal page which is updated regularly and provides visualizations of the hate speech and violent incidents

data in real time. These reports will focus on providing early warning predictions of violence at the state-level in South Sudan, along with analysis of

current events on the ground. Our hope is that this information will be used by relevant stakeholders for conflict prevention and mitigation purposes

Latest Events
In the month of August there were 35 conflict incidents that resulted in a total of 104 fatalities. The violence varied between various groups; ethnic

militia on cattle raids, clashes between rebel groups and attacks by unknown gunmen.

 

Tensions between the National Salvation Front (NAS) rebels and the South Sudan army (SSPDF) continued in unconfirmed accusations. On August

21st NAS leadership accused the SSPDF of attacking their positions in Loka West (Central Equatoria) on the 18th of August despite the 2017

accord signed in Addis Ababa on hostility cessation. NAS’s spokesperson Suba Samuel Manase claimed that NAS forces were able to repulse the

SSFPF attack resulting in the loss of two SSPDF soldiers. He further claims a second attack was launched on Wednesday 21st by the SSDPF that

again saw NAS forces defend their positions resulting in the deaths of 20 SSDPF soldiers. Brig. Gen. Lul Ruai Koang the SSPDF spokesperson

could not however confirm these allegations and requested for more time to verify the information. These alleged attacks unfolded as conflicting

parties in South Sudan met in Addis Ababa on 21st August to evaluate the progress made in the adoption and implementation of the revitalized

accord on the country’s conflict.

  

On a separate incident,police reports indicate that an attack by unknown armed assailants on the 8th of August, just outside Juba left twelve

civilians dead and five wounded.  The assailants attacked two buses travelling along the Juba-Bor link road. In a similar fashion, police claimed that

an attack by unknown gunmen on the 13th of August in South Sudan’s Eastern Lakes state resulted in at least thirteen deaths and seven injuries in

what seemed like a planned robbery. The assailants looted cattle leaving five women and a minor among the deceased. According to

 Global Risk Insights the suspected perpetrators to these waves of violence against civilians range from the military and opposition rebel groups,

state governors, and county commissioners.

 

In another similar incident in Unity State, an armed robbery claimed eleven Misseriya cattle traders on 18th August when an unidentified armed

group intercepted the cattle traders riding in seven rickshaws in the area of Mayom in Unity state, as they were leaving El Dibab in West Kordofan.

According to RadioDabanga, the attackers opened fire at the traders killing eleven and wounding several others as they tried to flee. A total of 27

billion South Sudanese Pounds was stolen as the assailant fled the scene. Wounded survivors were taken to El Muglad hospital in Sudan.

According to Enact Africa, the circulation of over 3.2 million unauthorized small arms has given rise to a new generation of high-level organised

criminals capable of executing such attacks and further strengthening their networks with similar groups across South Sudan’s borders. 

 

 

The predictive maps below present the likelihood of each municipality experiencing one or more of the following event types (as classified by
ACLED): 1) Violence against Civilians; 2) Battles; 3) Protests or Riots. For the Week of September 2nd- 8th , PeaceTech Lab's statistical model
predicts higher likelihoods of these events in the States shown in darker red on the map on the left. The map on the right applies a probability
threshold to forecast which of these States can be expected to experience one or more of these types of events over the next week. These

states are Lol, Wau, Yambio, Western Lake (Rumbek), Northern Liech (Bentiu), Jonglei (Bor), Yei, Jubek(Juba), Imatong (Torit) 
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